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TO THE COMMISSION

The Minority Media and Telecommunications Council ("MMTC") and the 23 organizations it
represents in the Low Power FM proceeding respectfully submit this suggestion for a resolution of
the issues raised in their February 29, 2000 "Petition to Correct Inadvertent Omission" ("Petition”),
as supplemented by their March 7, 2000 "Additional Points and Authorities.”

The Petition sought assistance for minority broadcast training institutions ("MBTIs") in
obtaining LPFM permits. The Petition noted that remedying discrimination against MBTIs would
raise no constitutional concerns because MBTIs are mission- rather than race-based.

However, with the window for the first LPFM applications fast approaching, it is paramount
that all schools -- public and private, religious and secular, nonminority and minority -- enjoy a fair
opportunity to obtain LPFM permits. As we have noted, schools are seldom able to time-share, and
are loath to game the system by prearranging time shares among like-minded, comparatively tied
applicants. Moreover, schools typically need more time than other applicants to obtain the financial
and fiduciary approvals needed to apply for federal permits. Thus, under the rules as they stand
now, schools face serious procedural disadvantages. Consequently, many schools, particularly
minority schools, presently expect to forego the opportunity to seek LPFM permits.

This dilemma cannot be cured by broadening efforts to recruit educational applicants. The
education community is almost entirely on-line; it is quite familiar with LPFM. No amount of
recruitment will induce schools to invest time and money in a futile pursuit of LPFM permits.

Seeding the first wave of permittees with educational institutions will do much to ensure the
success and spectrum integrity of LPFM. It is worth recalling that the first radio licensees were
schools, as were the early low power, Class D licensees. Schools are stable, enduring enterprises,
and they are among the most responsible and careful of all licensees. It is almost unheard of for an

educational licensee to commit an engineering violation. Schools can train other L}?‘M pioneers in
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the techniques of good broadcasting, and can help them avoid overmodulated, overpower, or out of
band broadcasts. By ensuring that many of the first LPFM permittees are schools, the Commission
would be responsive to good-faith concerns, articulated by LPFM skeptics including members of
Congress, that inexperienced LPFM broadcasters will interfere with the signals of full power stations.

Consequently, we suggest that the Commission provide that an LPFM applicant may claim one
additional comparative point if it is an educational institution, broadly defined. This point could be
claimed in addition to any points the applicant receives for established community presence,
proposed operating hours and local program origination.

We respectfully request the Commission to act very quickly on this suggestion in light of the

shortness of time before the opening of the first LPFM window.
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